
 1 

BIA Fresno/Madera Counties 

UPDATE BULLETIN 

Volume 32, Issue 2 – February 28, 2023 

www.nahb.org/ma 

This link takes you to the NAHB 

Member Discounts page 

LOCAL 

Clovis Committee Meeting in February  

Status of review of Development Impact Fees – Sean Smith stated that they would be having 
the small group meeting on February 22 to continue the discussion on the 2022-23 fees 
and would then have a meeting in early March for the stakeholder meeting to begin the 
discussion of the 2023-24 fee program. 

Update of VMT Analysis – Dave Merchen indicated that they had received the consultant’s 
report and that it was being reviewed internally.  Dave stated he thought it would be re-
leased in a couple of weeks. 

Permit Trends – Jesse Newton reported that they had issued 176 single family permits and 
they were processing 457 single family permits and 56 multi-family permits.  Jess indicat-
ed that at this time last year they had issued 304 single family permits. 

Alternative designs for side yard drains - Mike Harrison reported that they had a small 
meeting and had discussed alternatives to the current design.  Mike stated that they 
could be ready in a few months with an alternative design. 

Summary of the joint meeting of the City Council and Planning Commission – Renee Mathis 
provided a summary of the discussion by the Council members and Planning Commis-
sioners on their opinions on the city’s assets and challenges.  Renee stated they all cited 
a need to sustain a strong community for families, maintain a safe community and a wel-
coming community.  Renee indicated that they were concerned about providing services 
to a planned expanded Sphere of Influence.  Renee informed the group that the next 
step would be to provide an analysis of the current General Plan and strategies going 
forward.  Renee stated that the City Council and Planning Commission would be meeting 
in joint session on March 20 to discuss the Housing Element.   

California Pro-Housing Program – Renee Mathis reported on a program developed by the 
State Department of Housing and Community Development.  Renee reported that an 
agency had to apply for the designation and in order to be designated an agency needed 
to meet certain requirements.  Renee indicated that the new Housing Element addressed 
the Pro-Housing designation.  Renee stated that such a designation would assist the city 
In obtaining grants for housing. 

http://www.nahb.org/ma
http://www.nahb.org/ma
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LOCAL 
 

 

Fresno Committee Meeting in February 

Status of Negotiation with FID – Brock Buche reported that negotiations were ongoing, but the 
District informed that city that it was unlikely to agree to a firm source of water similar to 
what Clovis has in its agreement.  Brock stated that, because of no secure supply, the city 
was exploring new concepts to provide water to Growth Area 2.  Brock noted that FID was 
conducting a Prop 218 rate increase process and a substantial increase was being proposed 
for 2024 with other increases through 2028.  Brock indicated that Public Utilities will be 
conducting its own Prop 218 process to adjust service rates for water, sewer, and solid 
waste, which will include an amount to secure bond financing for the water and sewer im-
provements for SEDA. 

Transmission Grid reimbursement – Brock Buche indicated that the resolution to the issue was 
delayed allowing for the appropriate method to be used to reimburse developers who in-
stall the transmission mains.  Darius Assemi and Gary Giannetta asked why it should not be 
a simple reimbursement process.  Brock replied that the Municipal Code set the reimburse-
ment rate, which was very low.  It was agreed to meet next week to attempt to resolve the 
issue. 

Status of VMT implementation – Jennifer Clark indicated that they were working on an activity 
calculator and a fee, which would be released sometime this spring.  In the interim Jennifer 
suggested that developers prepare a focused EIR.  John A. Bonadelle inquired if maps could 
be processed simultaneously with the city’s work on the fee. Jennifer stated that it would 
be possible for Planning and Development Services to process applications with the under-
standing that the projects would be subject to whatever conditions were ultimately ap-
proved by the City Council.  Jennifer indicated that it was anticipated that the fee would be 
per unit and would be big. 

Status of the 2035 General Plan Update and SEDA Specific Plan – Jennifer Clark reported that 
the update of the General Plan was in process and would be concluded by the end of 
2024.  Jennifer stated that the SEDA Specific Plan should be released in April with the goal 
of approving the Plan and EIR in August of this year. Jennifer indicated that the zoning 
changes would be completed by June 2024.  Jennifer reviewed that timeline for the con-
struction of the sewer trunk to serve SEDA, which should be finished by March of 
2028.  Mayor Dyer informed the group that it is going to be a tough battle to get the Coun-
cil to support a new bond to pay for the infrastructure for water and sewer improvements 
for SEDA.  A question was raised about using package plants instead of building a new 
trunk line.  Brock Buche stated that an estimates for the cost of a satellite plant would be 
about $90 million versus $60 million to construct the trunk line. 
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Multi-jurisdictional Housing Element – Jennifer Clark reported that the city was participating 
with Fresno County and the cities of Fresno County, except Clovis, in the preparation of 
their Housing Element.  Jennifer stated that the document should be released in April with 
the goal of submitting it to the State by summer.  Jennifer indicated that the Housing Ele-
ment had to be approved by December 31, 2023. 

Fresno City/Fresno County Tax Sharing agreement – Mayor Dyer and Georgeanne White re-
ported that it was unlikely a new agreement could be reached in the short term.  Mayor 
Dyer stated that, although it may take a turnover at the Board of Supervisors to reach a 
new agreement, he was planning to meet with Board members in March.  

California Pro Housing Program – Georgeanne White reported that they were on track to re-
ceive certification from the State.  Georgeanne stated that this could assist the city in re-
ceiving grants for housing. 

Text Amendment for final Acceptance of Final Maps – Andy Benelli reported that amendment 
needed to be approved by the Planning Commission and sug-
gested that members of the BIA be present to support it. 

Process to accelerate approval of Final Maps – Scott Mozier in-
formed the group that the delay was due to the rules set by 
the City Council that required all items be completed before it 
could be scheduled on the Council agenda, including review 
by the City Attorney.  Scott stated that Public Works was re-
viewing as fast as possible, including the use of third-party 
review.   

Implementation of the CFD for Public Safety Services – Andy 
Benelli reported that the CFD was in place and had been ap-
plied to two subdivisions and was in the process for two addi-
tional subdivisions. 

Parks Impact Fee update – Scott Mozier stated that they were behind schedule and it would be 
a couple of months before they would be ready for a stakeholder meeting.  It was suggest-
ed that staff review projects to determine if any could be paid with Prop P funds. 

 Introduction of Deputy Chief for Fire Prevention Jonathan Chew – Georgeanne White report-
ed that Billy Alcorn declined to apply for the Fire Chief’s position and that he had been re-
assigned as Deputy Chief for Operations.  Georgeanne indicated that Jonathan Chew was 
the new Deputy Chief for Fire Prevention. 

 

Madera County Committee Meeting in February - None 

 

Fresno County Committee Meeting in February - None 

 

Fresno Metropolitan Flood Control District in February - None 

LOCAL 
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AROUND THE STATE 

Bill Would Speed Statewide Housing Development 
Davis Vanguard 

 Cortese noted in a release. “SB 405 would require the local 
planning agency to notify a property owner that their land is being in-
cluded in a draft housing plan. If the owner didn’t wish to develop 80 
percent of potential housing units that the agency identified for devel-
opment, the site would not be included in the housing plan.”  

READ MORE>> 

 

Gimme Shelter: Can an obscure law unleash a lot more housing in 
California? 
CalMatters 

 With a majority of housing plans out of compliance with state housing law, developers 
could theoretically use a little-known law to kick building into high gear. On this week’s podcast, a 
housing law expert breaks down the untested “builder’s remedy.”  

READ MORE>> 

 
Opinion: California housing development remains abysmal despite reforms. Here’s what’s miss-
ing 
Los Angeles Times 

 If California actually wants housing to be inexpensively produced, it must enable large-
scale production of housing by private firms that have strong incentives to cut costs. Whether poli-
ticians like it or not, housing production is indeed governed by the laws of supply and demand.  

READ MORE>> 

 
Construction Industry Forecast 
Wells Fargo 

 Wells Fargo released its 2023 Construction Industry Forecast, a survey designed to gather 
insights on sentiment and current business conditions in the construction industry. This year’s sur-
vey indicates a level of cautious optimism prevailing among nonresidential contractors and distribu-
tors. Most notably, respondents shared several top concerns, including the availability of skilled 
workers, rising interest rates, economic uncertainty, and supply chain disruptions. Despite the eco-
nomic challenges of 2022, however, the non-residential construction industry largely maintains a 
hopeful long-term outlook for 2023.  

READ MORE>> 

Building More Housing Makes It Cheaper. Really. 
Bloomberg 

 In a recent interview with the new leader of America’s second-
largest city, Los Angeles Times reporters Liam Dillon and Ben Oreskes 
ran through a “lightning round” of statements that Mayor Karen Bass 
was supposed to declare true or false. It led to this exchange.  

READ MORE>> 

 

Through NPP, BIAFM members can access discounts on travel with Priceline. 

• Save up to 25% off “On Sale” hotels when you bundle hotel, rental car, 
flight* 

• Don't need a flight? No problem! Book multiple hotels or any hotel/rental car 
combination to achieve this exclusive NPP discount. 

Employees can use this offer too! 

*Or book multiple hotels or any hotel/rental car combination to achieve your exclu-
sive NPP discount. 

https://go.cbia.org/e/667473/statewide-housing-development-/596ty/423044257?h=uinbg843e7fdi_CbZPQsnGmWqNiaUjTU3lxdzLEprOw
https://go.cbia.org/e/667473/using-podcast-builders-remedy-/596v8/423044257?h=uinbg843e7fdi_CbZPQsnGmWqNiaUjTU3lxdzLEprOw
https://go.cbia.org/e/667473/housing-developers-los-angeles/5b9d8/425657287?h=544f_-aJAzBhieyzLbTxb85a7h-bWv6a9D5TLBXFZ1s
https://go.cbia.org/e/667473/onstruction-industry-forecast-/5b99r/425657287?h=544f_-aJAzBhieyzLbTxb85a7h-bWv6a9D5TLBXFZ1s
https://go.cbia.org/e/667473/eally-leadSource-uverify20wall/57x2c/419057704?h=DSWc3_cvTi-Ycqm5zZtPSVqeaHlMhYf_PxowBcQ0pjg
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AROUND THE STATE 

Editorial: CEQA is too easily weaponized to block housing and slow environmental progress 
Los Angeles Times 

 California has so much work to do to make this state more affordable, equitable and sustainable. 
State leaders cannot allow CEQA to be used as an impediment to progress. 

READ MORE>> 

 

California cities face flurry of lawsuits over missed housing mandate 
Courthouse News Service 

 Californians for Homeownership, California Housing Defense Fund and YIMBY Law have filed 12 
lawsuits in Contra Costa, Santa Clara, Marin and San Mateo counties, accusing cities and counties of failing 
to finish their housing plans in time.   

READ MORE>> 

 
California’s population dropped by 500,000 in two years as exodus continues 
Los Angeles Times 

 The California exodus has shown no sign of slowing down as the state’s population dropped by 
more than 500,000 people between April 2020 and July 2022, with the number of residents leaving surpas-
sing those moving in by nearly 700,000.  

READ MORE>> 

 
The Climate Crusaders Are Coming for Electric Cars Too 
The Wall Street Journal 

 The report offers an honest look at the vast personal, environmental and economic sacrifices need-
ed to meet the left’s net-zero climate goals. Progressives’ dirty little secret is that everyone will have to 
make do with much less—fewer cars, smaller houses and yards, and a significantly lower standard of liv-
ing.  

READ MORE>> 

 
Sacramento and Placer are ‘prohousing,’ according to the state, but what does that designation actually 
mean? 
CapRadio 

 Both counties have streamlined their housing development processes, making it easier, faster and 
cheaper to build more apartments, duplexes and homes for all income levels, according to state and local 
officials.   

READ MORE>> 

 
SB 9 a non-factor in state’s housing supply 
Chico Enterprise-Record 

 SB 9, sponsored by San Diego’s Democratic state Sen. Toni Atkins, was intended to help solve the 
California housing shortage by encouraging owners of current single-family homes to divide their lots in 
two, with each half eligible for a duplex and an additional dwelling unit, often known as an ADU.  

READ MORE>> 

 
Data Whiplash Clouds Housing Market Outlook | BuilderOnline 

 There’s an interesting dynamic in the housing market right now. The improvement in demand seen 
so far in 2023 is a welcome surprise to the home building community, but it is being carefully watched by 
policymakers trying to get inflation under control.  
READ MORE>> 
 

https://go.cbia.org/e/667473/nd-slow-environmental-progress/57x2n/419057704?h=DSWc3_cvTi-Ycqm5zZtPSVqeaHlMhYf_PxowBcQ0pjg
https://go.cbia.org/e/667473/s-over-missed-housing-mandate-/58sdn/422120578?h=N1b-JTYwU4Rqk_X9S5jKvSy7plZBrhUepJsJipnPyRg
https://go.cbia.org/e/667473/million-in-about-two-years-why/59qq2/424903297?h=mM6cOjPej0QkZbkGidrrYtDo-u_d-duSnIGbXR7K-Gg
https://go.cbia.org/e/667473/link-desktopwebshare-permalink/59qq5/424903297?h=mM6cOjPej0QkZbkGidrrYtDo-u_d-duSnIGbXR7K-Gg
https://go.cbia.org/e/667473/hat-designation-actually-mean-/5bqdn/427577389?h=t0qOZeyjjSWd1xY5uNjSVpb0AgxIqVigjmW5P7W4SgU
https://go.cbia.org/e/667473/using-supply-california-focus-/5bqdv/427577389?h=t0qOZeyjjSWd1xY5uNjSVpb0AgxIqVigjmW5P7W4SgU
https://go.cbia.org/e/667473/-email-utm-campaign-BP-022423-/5c3c2/428302528?h=pE6H2a5eE6jwjcPtQBE9p2NykslXeYyMmz1o-QK4jMA
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 BIA-Fresno/Madera Member Benefits 

Three-In-One Membership—When you join the Building Industry Association of Fresno/Madera Counties you 
also become a member of the California Building Industry Association (CBIA www.cbia.org ) and the National Associa-
tion of Home Builders (NAHB www.nahb.org) 

 These associations work together to ensure sufficient affordable housing and to make the American dream of 
homeownership a reality.  Your local, state and national memberships provide many valuable benefits, services and 
opportunities that range from advocacy, education, technical support, industry resources and the latest data and infor-
mation. 

Advocacy—Our advocates and member volunteers work year-round in your community, Sacramento and Washing-
ton, D.C. to encourage local government officials and lawmakers to provide incentives for people to purchase new 
homes and lower the costs of homebuilding, such as through fee reductions and eliminating high-cost regulations. 

Targeted Networking and Marketing Opportunities—We encourage our members to do business with 
members.  Local, state and national events also offer opportunities to build business relationships. 

 Our committees hold regularly scheduled meetings to fulfill tasks and goals. 

Save Money 

2-10 Home Buyers Warranty:  Members receive exclusive discounts for multiple 2-10 HBW products in-
cluding 10-year Insurance-Backed Structural Coverage, Front Line Warranty Service, Systems & Appliance 
Warranties and more.  For more information call or text your local Risk Management Specialist, Ben Farris, 
at 559-612-6246. 

NAHB—Through agreements with more than 20 national companies, NAHB offers exclusive discounts on 
a variety of products and services that can benefit your business, employees or family. 

 Explore the range of member savings available below.  (see following pages)  You can also down-
load an overview of all discounts, including phone numbers and program codes.  Go to www.nahb.org/ma 

                                                   

CBIA has an Affinity Partnership with Ames Grenz Insurance Services to provide guaranteed Issue medi-
cal, dental and vision plans to our association members. Ames Grenz Insurance Services is a locally 
owned agency that has provided Association members individual and group benefit plans for more than 47 
years.   

 Various medical plans with Western Health Advantage and Kaiser are available for groups as few 
as one member. There are no health questionnaires to complete or pre-existing conditions that would pre-
clude members from obtaining coverage. Employers may select from 15 different medical plans for flexible 
enrollment options. Enrollment is as simple as an enrollment form and a premium check for CBIA members 
to realize medical coverage. 

 If you have been experiencing increases in your medical plans and need the flexibility of multiple 
plan offerings, look no further than the CBIA-sponsored medical plans. 
 
For more information, contact Chris Vlautin, cvlautin@amesgrenz.com or (916) 486-2900, Ext. 122 

  

CIRB is a service provided by the California Homebuilding Foundation and serves as the premier statistical resource 
for the State of California. CIRB publications and datasets serve as the primary data source for various state agencies 
including the California Energy Commission and the Department of Housing and Community Development. Operating 
at an almost perfect annual data compliance rate, CIRB produces comprehensive datasets for residential and non-
residential construction covering all 58 California counties and all 500+ incorporated cities. For more information on 
monthly subscriptions or custom reports, please email chf-cirb@mychf.org or visit the CIRB website at 
https://www.cirbreport.org/  

http://www.amesgrenz.com/
mailto:cvlautin@amesgrenz.com
mailto:chf-cirb@mychf.org
https://www.cirbreport.org/


 7 

BIA-Fresno/Madera Member Benefits 
Did you know that as a BIAFM member you also have access to savings by using these, and other additional ben-
efits? National Purchasing Partners (NPP) is a member benefit provider of BIAFM and helps members reduce costs with exclu-
sive pricing through a variety of brands used by millions of businesses nationwide. Enroll your company for FREE and unlock discounts 
for your business and employees. Enroll here: https://mynpp.com/association/bia-fresno-madera/  

 

Batteries Plus Bulbs 

Save up to 73% off retail pricing on nearly 200 core items at Batteries Plus Bulbs. Shop more than 60,000 
batteries,  light bulbs, accessories and more from brands you know. Plus, volume pricing, on-site assess-
ments and expert repairs on phones and tablets. Enroll with NPP for free to save. 

 

HP 

Everyday savings on the hottest PC’s, Printers and more. Enroll with NPP for up to 35% OFF with FREE shipping. 
Perfect for home or small office needs. 

 
 

IMPAC 

Impac Fleet Universal Fuel Services program is the largest fueling network in the country. Ac-
cepted at 240,000+ stations in all 50 states. Fees are waived for NPP members who purchase a 

minimum of $5,000 in fuel per month. Enroll with NPP and start saving today. 

 

OPD Business Solutions (Office Depot ) 

With more than 16,000 in-stock office supply products, ODP products and services meet the needs of 
NPP members nationwide. Click here to receive premiere ODP pricing through NPP. 
 

 
Sherwin-Williams 

NPP members receive national account contract pricing on paints, coatings and supplies. Also receive free 
services like order planning and specification recommendations. Click here to enroll with NPP and start 

saving. 

Staples Business Advantage 

NPP provides discount pricing on more than 30,000 supplies and services with free next-day delivery on 
standard orders over $30. Enroll with NPP and start saving today. 

 

Verizon Connect Reveal 

Track commercial vehicles and monitor your drivers for improved performance and safety. NPP members 
receive an exclusive discount on Reveal GPS fleet software. Enroll with NPP to access this deal on fleet 

tracking.  

*Offer available to new Reveal business customers, excluding federal, state and local government entities, in the US only. Offer requires NPP 
membership and minimum 36 month subscription and applies only to [Reveal GPS fleet tracking, Cameras and Power and Non-Powered Asset 
tracking]. Activation may be subject to credit review and may require a deposit. Promotion cannot be combined with other offers. Early termi-
nation fee and other taxes, fees and terms may apply. In the event of a conflict between the terms of this promotion and the terms in the cus-
tomer’s contract, including but not limited to terms regarding minimum purchase obligations, the terms in the customer’s contract govern. 
Offer valid while supplies last. © 2020 Verizon. NPP does not guarantee supplier offers or their website performance. Suppliers are solely re-
sponsible for all supplier products and services offered through NPP. Offers may be suspended or terminated at any time and may be subject to 
product restrictions, exclusions and eligibility requirements. 

Verizon Wireless  

Eligible businesses can receive 22% OFF monthly access fees* and up to 35% OFF select accessories. 
Enroll your business with NPP to start saving with the nation’s largest, most reliable 4G LTE network. 

*All Verizon Wireless offers are for a limited time only and are subject to equipment availability. Verizon Wireless reserves the right to change or modify all offers 
at any time without notice. All terms and conditions are subject to and governed by Verizon Wireless' Agreement with Customer, including, but not limited to, 
Customer eligibility requirements. Every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the Verizon Wireless offers, however, Verizon Wireless is not responsible for any 
errors or omissions. Restrictions may apply. Visit mynpp.com for details 

https://mynpp.com/association/bia-fresno-madera/
https://mynpp.com/association/bia-fresno-madera/
https://mynpp.com/association/bia-fresno-madera/
https://mynpp.com/association/bia-fresno-madera/
https://mynpp.com/association/bia-fresno-madera/
https://mynpp.com/association/bia-fresno-madera/
https://mynpp.com/association/bia-fresno-madera/
https://mynpp.com/association/bia-fresno-madera/
https://mynpp.com/association/bia-fresno-madera/
https://mynpp.com/association/bia-fresno-madera/
https://mynpp.com/association/bia-fresno-madera/


 8 



 9 



 10 

Renewing Members 

LinkUs Enterprises, Inc. 

QK 

WELCOME  NEW MEMBERS 

Vanessa Salas-Trejo 

Builders FirstSource 

916/286-9086 

We’re Sorry To See You Go! 

Do you know any of these members?  Call and urge them to renew their 

membership today! 

These memberships are set to expire 

on 2/28/2023 

*** NONE *** 

MEMBERSHIP 

BIA recognizes and appreciates new and renewing members 

Please call them if you are in need of services they provide. 
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2023 Board of Directors 

John A. Bonadelle, Chairman of the Board  Zach Gomes, Secretary/Treasurer 

      Bonadelle Neighborhoods     KB Home 

 

DIRECTORS 

Arakel Arisian 

Arisian Group 

Darius Assemi 

Granville Homes 

Greg Bardini 

Morton & Pitalo 

John Bonadelle 

Bonadelle Neighborhoods 

Terry Broussard 

Broussard Associates 

Nick Bruno 

Valley Development Company 

Deborah Coe 

Baker Manock & Jensen 

Jill Craven 

Lennar 

Corine Demetreos 

D R Horton 

Walter Diamond 

Lennar 

David Dick 

Donald P. Dick Air Conditioning 

Ed Dunkel, Jr. 

Precision Civil Engineering 

Dennis Gaab 

Century Communities 

Gary Giannetta 

Gary Giannetta, Civil Engineer 

Stan Harbour 

Harbour & Associates 

 

Jeff Harris 

Wilson Homes 

James Jimison 

KJS Investment Services 

Gary McDonald 

Gary McDonald Homes 

Kerry Medellin 

Woodside Homes 

Josh Peterson 

WCP Developers 

Mike Pickett 

Don Pickett & Associates 

Jeff Reid 

McCormick, Barstow 

Jeff Russell 

Granville Homes 

Matt Smith 

Woodside Homes 

Carl Swanson 

Housing Capital Company 

Kurt Vote 

Wanger Jones Helsley 

Ron Wathen 

QK 

Leo Wilson 

Wilson Homes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROFESSIONAL WOMEN IN BUILDING 

Officers/Executive Committee 

President - Jamie Ohanesian 

Precision Civil Engineering 

President-Elect - Marcia Russell 

Membership - Donna Shepherd 

Motivational Systems, Inc. 

Treasurer - Linda Pickett 

Don Pickett & Associates 

Secretary - Charlene Crabtree 

BIAFM 

Parliamentarian - Caryn Wiser 

JLS Environmental 

Community Outreach Chair— Alison Berry 

Arthur J. Gallagher 

Directors 

Donna Giannetta 

Gary Giannetta, Civil Engineer 

Laura Wilson 

Wilson Homes 

 


