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LOCAL 

Money Back Guarantee 

At the January 31 Fresno City Council meeting the Council approved a mon-
ey back guarantee (MBG) of application fees if processing timelines are not 
met.  The ordinance was sponsored by Garry Bredefeld and Steve Brandau.  
This is a major step forward to encourage timely processing of development 
entitlements.  The purpose of the MBG is to hold the staff responsible to meet 
the established processing deadlines. Although the ordinance was approved 
by a 7-0 vote, the ordinance must have a ñsecond readingò before it can be-
come effective. The Council will vote on the ordinance again on February 14.  
The Council did make some changes to allow for a six-month phase-in start-
ing May 1.  The Council also requested information on current vacant DARM 
positions and other information, which may contribute to missing the dead-
lines. 

http://www.nahb.org/ma
http://www.nahb.org/ma
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AROUND THE STATE 
 

 

 

 

YIMBY senator named head of California 
housing committee. Senator Scott Wiener set 
to take over key housing position. 

Curbed San Francisco 

 The Senate Housing Committee was formerly 
headed by San Jose-based Senator Jim Beall, 

whose legislative history mostly focused on promoting affordable housing. 

 Wiener is noted for having a much more aggressive approach to hous-
ing, aiming to clear away red tape around development and pushing state 
mandates over local control 

 Read the entire story here. 

 

Marin's state senator drafting 'strategic' housing bill 

Marin Independent Journal 

 State Sen. Mike McGuire, whose district includes Marin, and Sen. Jim 
Beall, D-San Jose, plan to introduce a bill this month to address California's 
critical shortage of workforce affordable housing while also differentiating 
between the needs of rural, suburban and urban communities. 

 "Senate Bill 4 will take a strategic approach to infill, workforce afford-
able housing throughout California without taking a one-size-fits-all ap-
proach," McGuire said in an interview with the Independent Journal. 

 Read the entire story here. 

 
Even Habitat for Humanity can't build Bay Area homes cheaply 
enough for lower-income buyers 

The Mercury News 

 Rising construction costs and a big drop in 
public funding is forcing an organization that 
builds inexpensive homes for low-income buyers 
to sell them for higher prices than many of those 
people can afford. 

 Read the entire story here. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Slq3AEUPbkpyk-xYw_u88fHAbdHMe1yHAonmCgKFPpS6N0necSUhv6s8xOMXaNwhWzrfK2fKm43kmaKvAweWHycasi5zUojTNwiIECbRKh_38NdZ2YljvrfupmYytV0dwiiN19Ld4t6djiB3IYF19FX2ZHv_tzxvoEw8-xCi205SBxXeBtW6l-Ihtp_ryeR-55r2LvZ08ozKCkOkd9_SqCtPPF3zhDR-hk88
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Slq3AEUPbkpyk-xYw_u88fHAbdHMe1yHAonmCgKFPpS6N0necSUhv6s8xOMXaNwhx2EdaixwEcgWhq99JhurIdqwAerMm9d6XUvl4DaojI8iukmLd5DmQa68eijWeOeDcypoGosVm6eusGb-oO1tAngXojPynydtFWu14ayLmdM85YBj31RenOUkQ6Yh4igPXYtmDw-1yhRCCSO0RIE4accWGwRE6iXlVp0L
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Slq3AEUPbkpyk-xYw_u88fHAbdHMe1yHAonmCgKFPpS6N0necSUhv6s8xOMXaNwhywv-s22hDoYKJIAIpc3haN9ca2fBnT7hor5VEyhIt5Ly1Lao1VB-aUkRgJRhUM648B1W6LWJ_xvSyxHHrNMLZ6gqkY1ZjbDiOjLom3T2f2sQNJi5Wasw4hohJZDU-sbH_W8F0_4-M_pCBqmdGv3g6VjTWjhhe5nXTkhD
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AROUND THE STATE 

My turn: Smart land use policy can 
help combat climate change 

CALmatters: Commentary 

 Through strategic land management, 
planning, and conservation practices, we 
can use our natural and working forests, 
parks, ranch land and farms to store car-
bon, and help cut greenhouse gas emis-
sions while preparing for hotter, drier con-
ditions. 

 Read the entire commentary here. 

 

California State Treasurer Fiona Ma In-
vites Public to Weigh-in on California's 
Affordable Housing Crisis 

State Treasurer Press Release 

 California Treasurer Fiona Ma announced today that she intends to 
kick off a statewide listening tour beginning January 17th to gather ideas 
and feedback from the public about how her office can help increase the 
supply of affordable housing statewide. 

 The listening tour will visit five cities - Fresno, Los Angeles, Sacramen-
to, San Diego, and San Francisco - and allow Treasurer Ma to gather infor-
mation, collect insights, and learn about regional housing issues and chal-
lenges. The public is encouraged to attend and to RSVP today here. 

 Read the entire press release here. 

 
Climate activists versus affordable housing 

Press Enterprise Opinion 

 In what may signal the beginning of the end of alarmism over climate 
change, a group of civil rights activists is suing the California Air Resources 
Board. The issue is CARB's plan to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by ef-
fectively limiting new housing construction. The lawsuit says this is driving 
up the cost of housing, worsening poverty and particularly victimizing mi-
nority communities. 

 Read the entire opinion here  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Slq3AEUPbkpyk-xYw_u88fHAbdHMe1yHAonmCgKFPpS6N0necSUhv6LfLbbFGdIs_xKXaX5mGs6EJxXrbvFqcN9koEi8cLKu8xqJ46sPPquErkkbUfmeqf9JFehCFc9UHiQu6AMen-QjfCkC5L--GnxXNG4vmrEXnIgxi5Mivy-lhGOOeylSt_TgZdPD4ngTjdNuObrE6Ww2x1Ck2YtLJar3UxZ4bSSDtyJm
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018RQHO9benYzLLVZMWBXsWopS5szwL98QE8nZUq9WhzZ9oyK8HcYc9mNpo9i3X1eMBT207j-Laiju6P0jTMO54JZj8QWBQJNaCG5144SQpSS0B1fPzHh8nrXtu_kHWioMYH4QwxXyVtV0Iz8CwEmeB8gLrh9pkmWIp_iIGwuDHZa9ASWrrfOo9A4MFRluzDvxLbhyvaduokHrQ87qCRv_MonWbTr6OoQ_Asft
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018RQHO9benYzLLVZMWBXsWopS5szwL98QE8nZUq9WhzZ9oyK8HcYc9mNpo9i3X1eM0JL6OBsIfdK3IpeX2F4C3YPIhUzYY-hA7BhWZgQaYM3pBg67kW9Bjqr6ZQtwaMG_tv-LLJDIYFCu7xBqoyhqTslGeh6ASxIcRj1hL1CXp1kUmSr-Vykv3U7c5EH7feSk-gxnApK4rZecuSMc6H-CvWVVtInRE5NhCxv0
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018RQHO9benYzLLVZMWBXsWopS5szwL98QE8nZUq9WhzZ9oyK8HcYc9mNpo9i3X1eMc-EQcK4oxGxqTgcFg7jVuZldabh6nAzATYU8Dbixz-KaW_zv0ErzbdVow_rm3sVrL13rQV1n1yNofPQirT13WvicmwR-MxWotON4QZqWHCZ3BYsM-LebaZQ7IUoZjxPE7LAbPKrDUXjJwP0DFoZIafWq-PQnjvE3-u1d
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How to Create a Housing Crisis in 12 Easy Steps 

City Watch Los Angeles 

 The writer of this story identifies 12 causes of the current housing 
crisis, a situation evidenced by "homelessness, overcrowding, rent-
gouging, and out-migration of people who can no longer afford to live in 
California." 

 Read the entire story here. 

 

To clean up climate pollution, get California's buildings off of fossil 
fuels 

Sacramento Bee Opinion 

 What's the number one source of climate pollution in the world? 
Based on what grabs the most headlines, you might answer coal or cars. 
Yet the answer is: buildings. 

 Buildings are also the second largest source of greenhouse gas emis-
sions in California, but we have no clear path forward to address these 
emissions. 

 Read the entire opinion here. 

 
Governor Newsom Emphasizes California's Housing Shortage in 
Proposed Budget  

Curbed Los Angeles 

 New California Gov. Gavin Newsom revealed his proposed state 
budget Thursday, emphasizing $1.75 billion in new funding that would be 
earmarked to address the state's severe affordable housing shortage. ...If 
cities meet new benchmarks for housing production, they'll be able to dip 
into a $500 million pool of money set aside under Newsom's proposal. If 
they fail to reach those thresholds, those cities could lose out on funding 
for transportation projects raised through California's gas tax. 

 Read the entire story here. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unearth the No. 1 Cause of Structural Failures 
This monthôs featured article from Walt Keaveny is focused on the leading cause of structural failures ï improperly 
compacted structural fill material. Proper use of structural fill is every bit as critical as determining building location, 
selecting trade partners and a sellable home design. Learn how to easily avoid this major problem. Please visit Waltôs 
Corner to read the full article. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018RQHO9benYzLLVZMWBXsWopS5szwL98QE8nZUq9WhzZ9oyK8HcYc9mNpo9i3X1eMGnajEZ_11TejLVo-ukfAU1MGP0Db1uZ0UEDCngyqafJ2_BhA0psfxym53WFDK_A14RL6OcS5XhpnyVOIukho4Ur87uRt4O31GWSDne1S8453eUpW4k6NgGbnJUSrYBDeuiX9uNG6hhZ-2u_HeiIRb_TucDBGR0U5_PYz
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018RQHO9benYzLLVZMWBXsWopS5szwL98QE8nZUq9WhzZ9oyK8HcYc9mNpo9i3X1eM7c4KJVOH65Xeaa1wpSLNqlONizXOb0MPsAla8BKBH1Mbai9B70-G-Stvhefsz-ULWJgiwtD_3PAT24YBy1kodmzRISzhIP7UQt_b9K_P9LsLVPHa_E5DRSlCF33ZG2LODiKCuR2FxmRXlp2zp0U_6DL_ZvX9AOUnKrGB
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018Nkjp9cR60wKLgyQ0g2tGj7N5xgp9N4zpWe357G7plUkSbb0c0HINAYTWTbpc6Shm3Nbd0c9YsLIBwH5e2IoVl3BTn9zA-ZmWekJCCD6xLF_c1ApgoGyz5aDh1g1r5MouUr1jhpBYQGdcTJh1S5AyhYyy4DgkWo3OQsW-Tjq7z6jFMCD2w1DIw==&c=WOM8zl1pHjtThJL6IcOWsoIKKpjzoPCin9s7r1JOP
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018Nkjp9cR60wKLgyQ0g2tGj7N5xgp9N4zpWe357G7plUkSbb0c0HINAYTWTbpc6Shm3Nbd0c9YsLIBwH5e2IoVl3BTn9zA-ZmWekJCCD6xLF_c1ApgoGyz5aDh1g1r5MouUr1jhpBYQGdcTJh1S5AyhYyy4DgkWo3OQsW-Tjq7z6jFMCD2w1DIw==&c=WOM8zl1pHjtThJL6IcOWsoIKKpjzoPCin9s7r1JOP
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018Nkjp9cR60wKLgyQ0g2tGj7N5xgp9N4zpWe357G7plUkSbb0c0HINAYTWTbpc6ShJc7OOjCK-mH0YLkXYc7rQn00FchM-3K7normpc0BFj7c16ko1PrYi02foHuGnglhuYaMrx5PNpRP41jG1VDo65sTEEQJvaSYxTypSEBUSiLc69FjFL01VjXXPpA-zFl5mr-EZPVvC7LE7jvL6NuLuLlPaqE2X82sc47K
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018Nkjp9cR60wKLgyQ0g2tGj7N5xgp9N4zpWe357G7plUkSbb0c0HINAYTWTbpc6ShpWP9nCg0_7Eju-pKX0K6KNLdFIy3l0hOmhiLCI5Hcb-trB0BvMKvr9UaPTQhz50ei14-obi1crPh13dQ0hnMArgnJFJvaG4dEvDfS-_qRnzlOd1bvMffbK5Yg8P0s6vGcw5JZ1sj5W-D9tKk2t3g3WQi3Muc2iR-HzXq
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018Nkjp9cR60wKLgyQ0g2tGj7N5xgp9N4zpWe357G7plUkSbb0c0HINAYTWTbpc6Shheb3Snaby55Ux5IUKVU0tFMyoKjH9MAfx-N3EU_zDBxNdhIsmTW1sG_pc25DGmZsUDIQui1eLs35WH64qaoTi6IzhTmNN98BKe0i2OxIZq-hR3AV7l9VzH6j2-4rQHX01vygWpMO-pkIijP33rqA0VqvZrLz_zXKFjcM
http://www.2-10.com/walts-corner-l/
http://www.2-10.com/walts-corner-l/
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AROUND THE STATE 

Can state government make a dent in California's housing crisis? 

The Mercury News 

 With Gavin Newsom in charge, California's housing chief talks about what 
the state can and can't do about affordability. We talk with Ben Metcalf - a Brown 
appointee who leads the California Department of Housing and Community Devel-
opment - about that marked contrast in perspectives and what state government 
can and can't do about California's housing woes. 

 Read the entire interview here. 

 

Study: California Housing Workforce Shortage in 2019 is a Barrier to Af-
fordability 

California Newswire 

 According to California's Housing and Community Development Department 
(HCD), the golden state must dramatically increase the productive capacity of its 
residential construction sector in order to create enough new housing to improve 
affordability. 

 However, new research released today by Smart Cities Prevail shows the 
industry has failed to make the investments necessary to compete for the more 
than 200,000 new workers necessary to meet this ambitious goal. 

 Read the entire story and study here. 

 
Don't blame environmental law for California's housing crisis 

CALmatters: Commentary 

 California is facing a housing crisis of unprecedented proportions. Lower-
income residents across the state must choose whether to pay for rent or food. 
People who can't cover housing costs are forced to leave their homes, their neigh-
borhoods and even the state. 

 But as legislators resume discussions regarding policy solutions, we must 
be clear: California's environmental regulations did not cause the housing crisis 
and eviscerating the California Environmental Quality Act would harm disadvan-
taged communities. 

 Read the entire commentary here. 

 
Southern California builders are cutting prices to move glut of unsold 
homes 

The Orange County Register 

 Faced with the largest inventory of unsold finished homes in six years, 
Southern California's homebuilders have resorted to price cutting. 

 According to real estate watcher Zillow, 25.9 percent of new homes on the 
market in Los Angeles and Orange counties in the fourth quarter had price cuts - 
No. 17 of 34 major markets studied nationally. 

 Read the entire interview here. 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018Nkjp9cR60wKLgyQ0g2tGj7N5xgp9N4zpWe357G7plUkSbb0c0HINFt7s-dIxjqqjqkfcg4PNBm2d43z0L1OXaUPQ_fCyejDxC6JcJ8yoI8IYFUn6wjA2YAsnxkLcPFnMvrEmnMhOyWgvBPuFEVaEoxZLcqVY0xegbhhs62YzOE5j-FG5E9lrpv-ADl59Px9gKp2LpQAUpKkWga1AsbTBbNlneM1lWoLpJhq
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018Nkjp9cR60wKLgyQ0g2tGj7N5xgp9N4zpWe357G7plUkSbb0c0HINFt7s-dIxjqq5PQ6vyvc3jvrCqb3UvENjdx9KBUKixQNbr3IJJg10SDnQDn90Ku8Ss-397__dVaNSqNFCf1qxJtv0ivDwbuUwK7vzaNy6tNhSZ0xqNybcedABchaHH6bGNsk_pTS3PE8387XGGuaVYM6nGJ2MryfBZwYDJ0AVwfoLYgd
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018Nkjp9cR60wKLgyQ0g2tGj7N5xgp9N4zpWe357G7plUkSbb0c0HINFt7s-dIxjqqJWrH_HTKUUtwiMolClOzzZYCln_M4Fd1rqbEGlSWzAgzomLDgKAUEe-SO6j5Bi_s04T6dLydmS_shh-lmOawZFsP5w8YyoULxZDRAwcS27P3QZGRs-faKk-4YbBBJmX5-70N14aqfn0dtJ-BhYsUBdICfjPlF5lOAln6
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001R5xrhqLb194iIyyKSe3t3PWtQM2vJoLvPfagIbf66-uh6fCOwr-yA4EM4x1wKtf-xfa37_EjBc5bRcxI_h0IdhRAxn9tf-4uoo_C5YTdtGPy4ZploWKP4JK-GVdEp4FSR4EP--1OaR0vxYTXtqufhLbdD4JqmgevjbJFFv-LVURwf0W6SJutPoE9SU8IyDnGhkoyLRRrH_vmkKqHQtKI7BboFOBfCnf8aQXP
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